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By Ingolf Jungmann
Vice-President, Frankfurt School of
Finance und Munagement

s far us Europe is concerned, Germany
not only has one of the most stuble
ecohomies, but is ulso the luryest
Europeun nutionul economy. It is known
for its excellence in tfechnoloygy und innovation.
Further, it is one of the world’s lurgest exporters.

Besides, the subsidised rates offered by German
universities muke it even more uttractive for stu-
dents. But, surprisingly, hot enouygh students end up
goinyg to Germany. Why is that?

Lunguuye continues to be onhe of the most impor-
tant issues. While 90% of Bachelor’s degrees are
offered in German, only 30% of Muster’s pro-
grammes ure offered in English.

Also, in u new trend, students no longer choose u
country. Instead, they go by specific programmes
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STUDY IN
GERMANY

GERMAN UNIVERSITIES, LIKE THEIR GLOBAL PEERS, NEED TO DIVERSIFY

HIGH BENCHMARK

and its strengths alonyg with industry frends. So
Germun universities, like universities ucross the
world, have to diversify their programmes.

An international faculty is unother problem. Most
faculty members, used to tfeuchiny in German, are
resistunt to the ideu of feuchinyg in u foreiyn lun-
guuge. Apurt from this, in Germany, universities
belong to counties und states and hence, they are
independent. Becuuse of this the Germun govern-
ment, earlier, did not feel responsible to promote
universities. In recent fimes, reudlising this, the govern-
ment is trying to promote itself us un ucudemic des-
tination in its entirety.

It is only since the last 10 years that Germuny has
been tuking initiatives to promote German universi-
ties und reseurch internutionully. We were complu-
cent to export our Muchines, fechnoloyies und our
curs, but we hever thought of exporting our universi-
ties. However, while on the ohe hand it is importunt
that Germany adupts itself to the changiny needs
of the world, it is ulso important to remember that
students heed to have u busic knowledyge of the
Germun lunguuge to be uble to work in the coun-
try after completion of their deyree.

Without u busic Germun lunguuge skill, job

By Cord Meier-Klodt
Germuny's Actihg Ambussador
to Indiu

ccording to u British
Council survey, which
compured the higher edu-
cution systems in 12 coun-
tries in 2011, Germuny topped the list
of the most infernationalised coun-
tries in the higher educution arenu.,
Indian students have dlways taken a
keen interest in Germuny. In the
academic year 2010-11, 5,038 stu-

opportunities could nharrow down. Idedlly, employ-
ers would opt for u cundidute who knows both
German und English. A job experience in Germany
could be u leurning experience, considering the
fact it would give youny professiondls an insight into
the dynumics of u liberul economy. Another reuson
for the less humber of students is the high bench-
mark. Germuny looks for high-cdlibre students und
certuinly not at uny score below 75%.

However, considering ifs strength us u service sec-
for (around 70% of totul GDP), and the Indiun serv-
ice sector ygrowing exponentidlly, this is the right
time for internutionul students to look for opportuni-
fies in Germauny. Considering Germuny’s population
demoyruphy, it needs by fur more ucudemics in
Germuny. The country does hot huve enough
experts for the different sectors of the economy.

Lastly, Indiun students who want to study in
Germany, heed to be more self-confident and pro-
uctive. They ure usudlly shy und silent, but the ucu-
demic umbience in Germuny hus u liberal utmos-
phere 1o the extent thut students even criticise pro-
fessors. So Indiun students should be awure of this
clussroom culture.

- As told to Tirna Ray
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dents enrolled in German universities,
u rise of upproximautely 24% over the
forevious yeur,

There dre u humber of reusons thut
make Germuny popular, which
include un international study envi-
ronment, state-of-the-urt eqyuipment
in its higher educution institutes, low
fuition und living costs, und severdl
scholarships on offer. In fact, about
15-20% of Indiun students in
Germuany receive fundiny every
yeur, Also, Germuny offers more

WORK

OPPORTUNITIES

than u thousund Buchelor’s und
Muaster’s courses in English lunguuye
und serves us u steppiny stone for
students to enter Europe. The
Germun government recently
udopted u bill that will infroduce the
EU Blue Card us u hew work und res-
idence permit. Once it becomes a
law, the leydislution will grant foreign
graduates of Germun uhiversities
unrestricted uccess to the job muar-
ket in their seurch for u post that fits
their qudlifications. After completing
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